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Foreword by David Chilton 

In this slim volume, Edward E. Stevens clearly and convincingly 
demonstrates that our Lord Jesus Christ predicted His Return within 
the lifetime of His first-century hearers. That fact presents Christians 
with a dilemma: If Jesus was wrong in His prediction (as liberals have 
been saying for decades), we have a much bigger problem than an 
academic theological debate about eschatology - it means we can't 
rely on Jesus for salvation, either! If we can't trust Jesus in Matthew 
24, we can't trust Him in John 3:16 either! As Dr. R. C. Sproul, Sr. 
once said, “If Jesus is a false prophet, my faith is in vain.” 

But Mr. Stevens shows that Jesus fulfilled His promise, explicitly 
and to the letter, in the “great tribulation” of A.D. 70, in which 
God unleashed His covenant wrath against Israel, which had 
been threatened for centuries throughout the Old Testament, and 
specifically applied to first-century Israel in the New Testament. 

Iam particularly impressed by two arguments: First, is his chart 
showing the harmony of Christ’s two separate discourses in Matthew 
24 and Luke 17, and that any division of Matt. 24 into two different 
“comings” is illegitimate, nugatory, and gossamer. Scripture foretells 
a Second Coming (Heb. 9:28) - not a third! 

Second, Stevens presses Christ's declaration in Luke 21:22 to 
the limit: “Jesus said that all Old Testament prophecy would be 
fulfilled by the time Jerusalem was destroyed.” The more I pondered 
the awesome implications of Jesus’ words, the more I grasped their 
truly revolutionary significance for eschatology. Without exception, 
every event foretold by the Biblical prophets was fulfilled within that 
generation, as Jesus had promised (Matt. 16:27-28; 24:34). 

Supplementing his Biblical thesis with testimonies from first- 
century witnesses such as Josephus, the Roman historian Tacitus, 
the Talmud, and the Christian historian Eusebius, Stevens presents a 
powerful case that the Second Coming occurred in AD 70. 


David H. Chilton, M.Div., Ph.D. 

September 23, 1996 

Diamond Springs, California 

Other works on preterist eschatology: Paradise Restored (1985); Days 
of Vengeance (1987); The Great Tribulation (1987) 


4 


Contents 
Preface 


1 What Really Happened In A.D. 70? 

2 Were Jesus and the N.T. Writers Wrong? 
3 Imminency Intensified Near The End 

4 Josephus and First Century History 

5 Fulfillments Mentioned In Josephus 

6 Josephus Gives ‘the Day and the Hour’ 

7 Just A ‘Minor’ Coming At A.D. 70? 

8 The Date of Revelation 

9 Dating Revelation Before A.D. 70 

9 Daniel and Revelation 

11 Matthew 24 and The Second Coming 
12 About The Chart 

13 The Olivet Discourse Cannot Be Divided 
14 All N.T. Books Written Before A.D. 70! 
15 Are We Still In The Last Days? 

16 Did the Eternal Kingdom Arrive? 

17 How to Interpret Prophetic Language? 
18 Did the O.T. Predict the Second Coming? 
19 Why Were the Jews Destroyed? 

20 What About Modern Israel? 

21 How Does This Shape Our Worldview? 
22 What About Us Today? 

23 Life Now in the Eternal Kingdom 

24 An Even Better Afterlife Hope 

25 Conclusion 

Bibliography (Categorized) 

Other Titles By Edward E. Stevens: 


For More Information: 


Preface 


This book introduces a view of Bible prophecy which many have 
found extremely helpful in their Bible study. It explains the endtime 
riddles which have always bothered students of Bible prophecy. 
It is a consistent view which makes the book of Revelation much 
easier to understand. It establishes when the New Testament canon 
of scripture was completed, demolishes the liberal attack on the 
inspiration of the New Testament, and is more conservative on most 
other issues than traditional views. And there is no compromise of 
any essential Biblical doctrines of the Christian faith. 

The key to understanding any passage of Scripture has always 
been a good grasp of the historical setting in which it was originally 
written (audience relevance). Two thousand years from now our 
history, culture, politics and language will have changed dramatically. 
Imagine someone then having to learn the ancient language of 
“American English” to read our USA newspapers! If they saw one of 
our political cartoons with a donkey and elephant, what would they 
think? How would they go about understanding it? Not only would 
they have to study the language, but also our culture, history, politics 
and economics. The same applies to Bible study. If we are really 
going to understand what all the “donkeys and elephants” (beasts, 
harlots, dragons, etc.) symbolize in the book of Revelation, we will 
have to seriously and carefully study the language, history, culture 
and politics of the First Century. Of course, the truths essential for 
salvation are couched in simple language that everyone can grasp. 
But there are numerous scriptures in the Bible which are “hard to 
understand” (cf. 2 Pet. 3:16), and Bible prophecy is one of those 
things which must be approached with much more focus on the 
original historical and cultural context (audience relevance). 

One of the main purposes of this book is to provide a closer 
look at the historical framework behind the New Testament. Many 
have found it helpful to lay aside (at least temporarily) the legion 
of speculative opinions about the book of Revelation, and look at a 
more historical alternative, which is that the book of Revelation was 
written to the first century church, and had primary relevance to 
them. It warned of events that were about to happen in their lifetime, 


and prepared them for the tribulation and other events associated 
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with the End of the Jewish Age. 

Atheists, skeptics, Jews, Muslims, and liberal critics of the Bible 
use the supposed failure of those endtime events to occur in the First 
Century to undermine the integrity of Christ and the inspired NT 
writings. 

Non-Christian Jews laugh at this supposed non-occurrence, and 
use it as evidence that Jesus is not the Messiah. Their forefathers in 
the flesh rejected Jesus in His first coming because He did not fulfill 
the Old Testament prophecies in the materialistic and nationalistic 
way that they were expecting, even though Jesus told them that His 
Kingdom was not of this world, and that it would be within them 
instead. Yet it seems that many futurists today are expecting that 
same kind of materialistic and nationalistic kingdom to arrive at a 
future return of Christ. Are they making the same mistake about the 
Second Coming that the Jews made about His first coming? Jesus 
repeatedly said His Kingdom is “not of this world” and that it would 
“not come with observation.’ It is a spiritual entity, and it has arrived. 
We live in it. Both futurist Christians and non-Christian Jews need 
to realize this. 

Christians are finally beginning to seek alternatives to the fatally 
flawed futurist interpretation. This book introduces the preterist 
view. “Preterist” simply means past in fulfillment. It means that 
Christ has already fulfilled His promise to return and consummate 
redemption in Himself and His ongoing spiritual kingdom (the 
church). We should be like the noble-minded Bereans and “search 
the scriptures daily to see whether these things are true.” You might 
want to have your Bible open alongside as you read. 


Edward E. Stevens 
Bradford, Pennsylvania 
April 17, 2018 
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1 What Really Happened In A.D. 70? 


We all need a memory refresh concerning First Century history. 
Some very important events happened then, about which we rarely 
hear anything, much less grasp the significance of it. In the year 
AD 66, the Jews revolted against Rome. Many things provoked this 
revolt, both on the Roman side, and on the Jewish side. The Romans 
came to put down the revolt, and by the summer of AD 70 they had 
captured the city of Jerusalem and crushed the revolt. The city was 
plundered and burned, and the temple was dismantled and burned. 

Jesus had predicted all these things about 40 years before. All His 
predictions came true. The Jewish nation and sacrificial system was 
so completely dismantled that the Jewish people have never been 
able to re-establish the temple and sacrifices in any permanent way 
since. Many rabbis refer to AD 70 as “The End of Biblical Judaism” 
This event was even more significant for Christians, as we will see. 

Christians had been looked upon as being just another sect of 
Judaism. And the other sects (Pharisees, Sadducees, Essenes, etc.) 
had severely persecuted Christians in the attempt to stop them before 
they were firmly established. But AD 70 changed all of that. After 
AD 70, Christians were no longer considered just another sect of 
the Jews. All of the other sects had participated in the revolt against 
Rome, but not the Christian Jews. Remembering Jesus’ prediction 
of these things and His warning not to get involved in them, the 
Jewish Christians left Judea. By not participating in the revolt they 
distinguished themselves from the Jews. Christians were becoming a 
spiritual kingdom, not a physical one, a point we need to remember 
today in view of the Zionist appeals for our support. 

Since the Law could not be kept after the destruction, the 
controversy over circumcision and law-keeping immediately 
subsided. The Jewish nation was so completely destroyed that 
it would never again be strong enough to seriously threaten the 
existence of Christ’s followers. 

The destruction of Jerusalem indeed showed that the Kingdom 
had been taken away from the Jewish nation and given to Christ's 
followers (see Matt. 21:33-43). It provided final testimony to that 
generation as to who Jesus was. It showed clearly that God was not 


interested in a physical empire for the Jews, but the spiritual reign of 
9 


Jesus over all peoples. Jesus had told his crucifiers that they would see 
with their own eyes something which would vindicate His claims to 
be the Messiah (see Matt. 26:63,64). That vindication came in AD 70 
when the Jewish nation was destroyed. The Jews of that generation 
must have been extremely wicked for God to destroy them in this 
way. That destruction was an eye-opener for the rest of the Roman 
world as well. It established Christ’s followers as the True Israel of 
God. 

The destruction was far more significant than most of us have 
ever realized. Not only did Jesus predict the destruction would come 
in His generation, but also His “coming” and the “end of the age” 
(Matt. 24:3). All these things were to happen in that first-century 
“generation” (Matt. 24:34). There are numerous passages which teach 
that Jesus was to come again in the First Century. Study the following 
very carefully and notice their reference to the time of Jesus’ return: 
James 5:8f; 1 Pet. 4:7; Matt. 10:23; 16:27f; Rom. 13:11f; Heb. 10:37; 
1 Jn. 2:18; Rev. 1:1,3; 22:6,7,10,12,20. These verses as well as others 
make it clear that Jesus would return in that generation. What we 
traditionally call “The Second Coming” of Christ happened then in 
that generation when Jerusalem was destroyed! (Heb. 9:26-28) This 
text indicates that our Lord was to make another appearance “apart 
from” (not for the purpose of taking away) sin, but to save those 
who were eagerly waiting, and judge those who had rejected Him 
and rebelled (cf. Heb. 10:25-37). These time statements about the 
imminency of Christ’s return cannot be taken any other way without 
casting doubt upon the integrity of the NT. For more Scriptures 
which teach that the return would happen in the First Century, see 
the lists on the following pages. 

The book of Revelation describes the horrors that came upon 
the Jews during their war with Rome (AD 66-70). The battle of 
Armageddon was fought at AD 70 when God used the Roman 
armies to stop the Jewish persecution of Christians. The book of 
Revelation (as well as all the other books of the New Testament) 
was written before the destruction of Jerusalem, and the gift of 
inspiration (speaking and writing by inspiration) ceased at AD 70. 
Everything that was essential for us to know about the Kingdom had 
been fully revealed by that time, so that the canon of NT scripture 
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was complete. The Kingdom had been fully established under 
Christ's control, and Christ’s enemies (who had rejected Him and 
persecuted His followers) had been destroyed. All the Old Testament 
prophecies about the Kingdom and Jesus’ return had been fulfilled 
(Luke 21:22,31). 


2 Were Jesus and the N.T. Writers Wrong? 


The preterist view totally refutes the major line of argumentation 
used by liberals and skeptics against the integrity of Jesus and the 
New Testament. For example, Albert Schweitzer, a noted liberal 
theologian, in his book, The Quest For The Historical Jesus, spent 
many words to document the fact that Christ predicted His return in 
the lifetime of His contemporaries (“in this generation” before “some 
of those standing there” would die). Schweitzer concluded that Jesus 
failed to return when He promised. 

Then Bertrand Russell in his book, Why I Am Not A Christian, 
used that supposed failure of Christ’s return, to discredit Christ and 
repudiate Christianity. Many such critics (liberals, skeptics, atheists, 
Jews, and Islamists) point to that same list of New Testament texts 
to prove that Jesus was a false prophet, and that the NT writers were 
mistaken, and therefore uninspired. Below is that list of scriptures 
which they use to attack the credibility of Christ and the New 
Testament. All eight writers of the NT are represented here. To feel 
the weight of their criticism, simply look up each of these verses in 
your Bible and study them in their first century historical context: 


A. The Second Coming Was Near in the First Century 
e Matt. 10:23 (would not finish before He returned) 

¢ Matt. 16:27-28 (parallels) (some living would see it) 
e Matt. 24:33-34 (parallels) (before generation ended) 
e Matt. 26:64 (parallels) (Jewish rulers to see it) 

¢ Rom. 13:11-12 (already the hour; the day at hand) 

e Rom. 16:20 (will soon crush Satan) 

¢ 1Cor. 7:26-31 (time shortened; world passing away) 
¢ 1Cor. 10:11 (the ends of the ages had come) 

e 2 Thess.2:7 (mystery of lawlessness already at work) 
e Heb. 1:2 (it was already the last days) 


Heb. 9:26 (the consummation of the ages had arrived) 
ll 


¢ Heb. 10:25 (the day was drawing near) 

¢ Heb. 10:37 (He was coming in “a very little while”) 

e James 5:7-9 (Coming of the Lord was at hand) cf. Phil. 4:5 
e 1Pet. 1:20 (it was already the last times) 

e 1Pet. 4:7 (the end of all things was at hand) 

e 1Pet. 4:17 (time for judgment to begin) cf. Rev. 3:10 

e [John 2:8,17,18 (it was the last hour) 

e Jude 18,19 (the mockers of the last time) 

e Rev. 1:1-3; 22:6, 10 (must shortly take place; near) 

e Rev. 22:7, 12, 20 (Christ is coming soon) cf. Rev. 2:16; 3:11 


B. Parables about the End of the Age & Second Coming: 
e Matt. 13:24-43 Parable of the Tares 

e Matt. 13:47-50 Parable of the Dragnet 

e Matt. 21:33ff (Mk. 12:1ff Lk. 20:9ff) The Vineyard 

e Matt. 22:1ff (Lk. 14:16ff) Parable of Wedding Feast 

¢ Luke 19:11-17 Parable of the Nobleman 

e Matthew 25 The Ten Virgins and The Talents 

¢ Luke 13:6-9 The Barren Fig Tree 


C. Other Statements about the Destruction and the Coming: 
e Matt. 3:7-12 (Lk. 3:7-17; Lk. 12:49) 

e Matt. 10:17-34 (Lk. 10:3-21; Lk. 12:11-56) 

e Matt. 23:29-24:44 (Mk. 13; Lk. 17:20-37; Lk. 21) 

e Luke 11:42-52; 12:49; 13:33-35; 19:41-44; 23:27-31 


Jesus told His disciples, “Some of those who are standing here shall 
not taste death until they see the Son of Man coming in His kingdom” 
(Matt. 16:27,28). Paul told the Romans that it was “Already the hour 
for them to awaken’, because “The Night is almost gone and the Day 
is at hand” (Rom. 13:11,12). Paul also reminded the Corinthians that 
they were living at a time when “The Ends of the Ages had come” (1 
Cor. 10:11). Paul stated that Christ's ministry on Earth was during 
the time when the ages were being consummated (Heb. 9:26). James 
wrote (in 62 AD just before he was martyred), “The coming of the 
Lord is at hand” and “The Judge is standing right at the door” (Jas. 
5:8,9). Peter also writing shortly afterwards said, “The End of all 
things is at hand” and “It is time for judgment to begin” (1Pet. 4:7,17). 
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John (who wrote the book of Revelation) says in his first epistle, “The 
world is passing away” and “It is the last hour” (1Jn. 2:17,18). In the 
book of Revelation he says in two different places that all the things 
revealed in this book were to “shortly take place” and that the time 
of its fulfillment was “at hand” (Rev. 1:1,3; 22:6,10). Jesus affirmed 
repeatedly in the book of Revelation that His return was to be very 
“soon” (Rev. 22:7, 12, 20). 

The NT writers taught that the return of Christ would occur in 
their lifetime! There was not a shadow of doubt in their mind. They do 
not say “maybe” or “possibly.” They affirm definitely that the Coming 
and End were near, and that some of them would live to see it. 

As that first generation of Christians began to draw to a close, the 
last few books of the NT were finished. Not only do these later books 
reaffirm the Coming and End in their lifetime, but they say that the 
Coming and End were “nearer now than when we first believed” 
(Rom 13:11), and was “at the very door” (Jas 5:9; Rev 3:20). The chart 
below shows how that sense of nearness was dramatically intensified 
as AD 70 approached: 


3 Imminency Intensified Near The End 
Earlier Predictions Later NT Statements 


¢ Keep on preaching to Israel] « Get out of Israel, His coming 
until Christ comes - is near — 
Matt. 10:23; 24:14 ff; 28:19-20 Rev. 18:4; 22:6,7,10,12,20 
e All the apostles were still alive] + Historical Fact: Most of the 
then, but only “some” would be | apostles were dead by AD 66. 
alive at the end - Matt. 16:27,28; | James died in AD 44, and several 
Jn. 21:22 others in AD 62-66. 


¢ He was not “at the door” then, | « They were seeing all the those 
but he would be when they see| things happening, so He was 
these things happen - Mt. 24:33 | now “at the door” — James 5:9 


e Tribulation will come in this} e Tribulation owas now 


generation some time, watch for | happening: Acts 11:19; 14:22; 

the signs to know when it is near} Rom. 5:3; 2Cor. 1:8ff 1Thess. 

— Matt. 24:21-31 1:6; 3:3; 2Thess. 1:4-10; Rev. 1:9; 
7:14 





Earlier Predictions Later NT Statements 
e All will be fulfilled - Luke|]e Peter refers back to OT 
21:22 When Israel is “shattered” | prophecies and claims fulfilment 


— Dan. 12:7 of all of it is near. — 1Pet.4:7 


¢ Seal up the book - the time is | « Do not seal the book - the time 
not near — Dan. 12:4,9 is at hand — Rev. 22:10 
e Heaven & Earth will not pass} + Heaven & Earth are ready to 
until - Mt. 5:17,18 (Jots &|pass away - Heb. 12:28; 2Pet. 
Tittles); Mt. 24:29,35; Isa. 65,66 | 3:13; Rev. 21(New Heaven & 
(heaven & earth) Earth - the Kingdom) 
¢ General References to Time - ¢ Specific References to 
Jn. 6:44; 12:48 —- Last Day Nearness - Day is Approaching 
Mt. 24:3,6,14 - the End of Age | - Heb.10:25 In a very little while 
coming — Heb.10:37 Last Hour - 1 Jn. 
Mt. 24:34 - “this generation” | 2:18 
Dan. 2:21; Acts 1:7 - Times & | Time At Hand, Shortly (Rev 1:1- 
Epochs 3; 22:10) 
End is near - 1 Pet. 4:7,17 
Time for judgment - 1 Pet. 4:17 
Coming Is At Hand (Jas. 5:8,9) 
e Apostasy Will Come - False] Apostasy Had Begun - 1 Jn. 
Teachers, Prophets, and Christs | 2:18; 2Thess. 2:7; Jude 18,19; 
— Matt. 24:10-14 2Pet, 3:3 


¢ Redemption was not near yet -|« Redemption Is Near Now - 
Lk. 21:31; Lk. 19:11-27; Rom. 8:23; Eph. 1:14; 4:30 

¢ Kingdom will be near when|+* Kingdom was very near. 
they see these signs (Lk. 21:31). | They were about to receive the 
They will inherit the kingdom | inheritance - Heb. 12:28; Jas. 
when He returns (Matt. 25:34). | 2:5; 2 Pet. 1:11; Rev. 11:15; 22:10 
e Satan and his seed would be]|+ Satan To Be Crushed Soon! 


crushed in that generation -— Rom. 16:20; 1 Pet. 5:1-10; Rev. 
Gen 3:15; Matt 23:33; Jn 8:41-44 | 22:6,7 
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Earlier Predictions Later NT Statements 


e Mystery and Redemption 
would be consummated in those 
days - Dan. 9:24 and ch. 12; Eph. 
1:9-14 

¢ How long until the end? When 
the power of the holy people is 
fully shattered - Dan 12:6-9 


e Wedding feast when 
bridegroom comes - Matt. 22:2- 


e Mystery and Redemption were 
now being consummated - Rev. 
10:7; 12:10; ch. 21, 22 


¢ How long until the martyrs 
are vindicated? It will only be “a 
little while” - Rev 6:10,11 and 
Lk 18:8 

¢ Time for Marriage Supper had 
come — Rev. 19:7-9 


13;.25:1-13 


¢ Harvest will be at End of the|+ The hour to reap has come - 
Age — Mat. 13:30 Rev. 14:15 


As we see on the chart above, their sense of nearness increased 
dramatically as that first generation of the church drew to a close. 

When Albert Schweitzer and others pointed out this imminency 
dilemma, some theologians tried to avoid it by saying that the earlier 
NT writings only suggested the possibility of an imminent return, 
but not the certainty of it. Then as time passed and the delay got 
longer and longer, the later some theologians began to postulate a 
delay. 

But that theory runs counter to the facts. As time progressed and 
the final NT books were written, their sense of imminency did not 
diminish at all, but instead was intensified to fever pitch. Questions 
like “How long, O Lord?” (Rev 6:10), and answers like “in a very 
little while” (Rev 6:11; Heb 10:37; 1Pet 5:10), indicate a very intense 
sense of expectancy. In fact, Peter told his first century readers in AD 
63, just one year before the Neronic persecution, to “fix your hope 
completely on the grace to be brought to you at the revelation of 
Jesus Christ” (1Pet 1:13). Was he setting them up for a big “let down” 
and disillusionment when the End failed to happen “in a very little 
while”? Absolutely not! Jesus came soon, just as he had promised. 

The events surrounding the destruction of Jerusalem provide the 
perfect historical setting for the return of Christ. That is the very point 
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of the Olivet Discourse (Matt. 24 and parallels). The destruction of 
Jerusalem in AD 70 was within that first century generation, and 
His coming (“parousia” Mt. 24:3) was directly connected to that 
judgment upon Israel. Christ came in AD 70! 


4 Josephus and First Century History 


There is some fascinating background information regarding the 
New Testament and the destruction of Jerusalem in the historical 
records of Josephus. Although he is not an inspired writer, his history 
can be trusted as being fairly accurate. He was a Jewish priest who 
served in the temple, and became one of the top ten Jewish generals 
in the war against Rome. He was captured early in the war, and 
because of his prediction that Vespasian would become emperor, 
was allowed to travel with the Romans and record the history of the 
war. The reason his information is so valuable is because he was a 
Jewish eyewitness, writing for both Jewish and Roman readers and 
therefore forced to be as accurate and objective as possible. 

Josephus says that just before the war angelic armies (“chariots 
and troops of soldiers...running about among the clouds”) were 
seen surrounding Jewish cities. (See “Fulfillments Mentioned In 
Josephus” below) He records the fact that people in the first century 
called Jerusalem “The Great City’, just like the book of Revelation 
does (Rev. 11:8). He says that the AD 70 conflict with Rome was 
the “Revolution of the Ages” (that is to say, the changing from one 
age to another). He talks about pools of blood and intense fires 
similar to the descriptions in Revelation 14:20 and other passages. 
Didn't Jesus predict that these kinds of things would happen (Luke 
21:11,25-27)? Josephus’ history furnishes numerous other insights 
into the nature of the war and its significance for both Jews and 
Christians. But, not only Josephus records these things! The Roman 
historian Tacitus, and the Christian historian Eusebius, both say 
these things happened! And the Talmud records similar things as 
well (Yoma, folio 39b). Some of the very best preterist statements 
contained in the early church father writings can be found in the 
apologists against the Jews. Chilton quoted some of them in his 
Paradise Restored. Eusebius highly recommends Josephus as an 
accurate source for information about the destruction of Jerusalem 
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(in reference to Josephus treatment of the destruction), and he goes 
so far as to declare, “..all this, I say, any one that wishes may see 
accurately stated in the history written by Josephus” (Book 3, chapter 
5, Ecclesiastical History). Below is a list of additional fulfillments 
mentioned in Josephus. 

What we mean here is that the prophesied end-time events did 
occur. We have Biblical and historical proof. The NT writers describe 
the events in apocalyptic language, while Josephus, Tacitus, the 
Talmud and Eusebius record the fulfillment of those events in literal 
language. We must also consider the possibility that the reason why 
the Parousia and Resurrection events were not recorded by the 
folks who experienced them is because they were no longer living 
on earth afterwards. The majority of true Christians were killed in 
the Neronic persecution, and the rest were changed into their new 
immortal bodies and taken to heaven to be with Christ in the unseen 
spiritual realm forever afterwards (1 Thess. 4:15-17; Matt 24:31; Jn 
14:3). 


5 Fulfillments Mentioned In Josephus 


1. Jews of that generation were more wicked than any other 
before — Matt. 12:45 (Wars 5:10:5) Compared to Sodom — (Wars 
5:13:6) 

2. Jesus predicted days of vengeance, distress, and wrath to come 
upon the Jewish people. Josephus mentions these “distresses” 
Luke 21:20-24. (Wars 2:10:1; 2:22:1; 6:3:3,4; 6:9:2-4; 7:1:1) 

3. Wars and Rumors of Wars, False Messiahs, and False Prophets 
were predicted— Mt. 24:6, 23-26 (Antiq. 20:5:1-4; 20:8:5-10; 
Wars 2:10:1; 2:13:4-7; 2.17.8; 6:5:2 [6.285-288]). 

4, Three woes pronounced upon Jerusalem (Rev. 8:13) — Josephus 
mentions a prophet of doom who used these very words of 
“woe’— (Wars 6:5:3 [6.300-309]) 

5. Jerusalem was called “Sodom” and “that Great City” — Rev. 11:8; 
Rev. 18:21-24; cf. Lk. 13:33-35 (Wars 5:13:6; 7:8:7) 

6. Jerusalem had a large maritime commerce, and was capitol over 
the ten districts of Palestine — Rev. 17:12-17; 18:10-24 — (Wars 
Pref. Sec. 2,4; Wars 3:3:5; 7:1:1). 

7. Jews forewarned by signs —- Lk 21:25 - “wonders foreshadowed 
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some great calamities” - (Wars 2:22:1-2; 4:4:5; 6:5:2-3). 

Angelic Armies were seen in the sky above the Jewish cities 
(“chariots and troops of soldiers”) — cf. Matt 24:30-31; 2Thess 
1:7-8; Jude 14; Rev. 1:7 (Wars 6:5:3). 

Daily sacrifices ceased in “midst of the week” (after 3 1/2 years) 
— Dan. 9:27 (Wars 6:2:1; see also Whiston’s footnote on this) 
Three armed factions fought against each other inside Jerusalem 
(Eleazar, John, Simon), which weakened them and made it easy 
for the Romans to conquer them. — Rev. 16:19 (Wars 5:1:1-5) 
The Jews fought each other and did more damage against 
themselves than the Romans did! — cf. Ezek. 38:21 (Wars 2:17:1- 
10; 2:18:1-11; 4:6:2,3; 5:1:2-5; 5:6:1; 5:13:6; 6:2:1). 

They destroyed their own food supplies and genealogical records 
(archives) (Wars 5.1.4 [5.24-25]; 6:6:3 [6.354]; 6:9:1) 

Horrifying conditions during the siege of Jerusalem. Famines, 
plagues, and dead bodies lying unburied everywhere. - Lk. 19:43- 
44 (Wars 6.10.2 [5.425-7]; 6:8:1; 6.7.2 [6.369]; 6.9.3 [6.421]) 
Pools of Blood and intense fires similar to Rev. 14:20; 17:16; Acts 
2:19 (Wars 2:18; 4:5:1; 5:1:2-5: 6:4:6; 6:5:1,2; 6:8:5). 

The Zealot rebellion was like a wild “beast” eating its own flesh 
— Rev 16:10; 17:16; 19:19-21 (Wars 4:7:4; 4:9:8; 5:1:1; 5:2:5) 
Cannibalism — Lev. 26:29; Deut. 28:53-57 (Wars 6:3:3-4) The 
severe famine was caused by Jewish factions — (Wars 5:1:4) 
“Hailstones” weighing a talent — Rev. 16:21 (Wars 3:7:9; 5:6:3) 
The Jews set fire to their own temple first, not the Romans - Rev. 
17:16. (Wars 6:2:9; 6:3:5; 6:4:5; 6:6:2 [6.346]) 

Roman soldiers sacrificed to their standards in the temple. 
“Abom. of Desolation’? — Matt. 24:15 — (Wars 4:5:1; 5:1:2,3,5 
Jews sold as slaves, Lk 21:24 (Wars Pref. Sec. 11; 6:8:2; 6:9:2-4 17 
The temple vessels were taken to Rome by Titus — (Wars 7:5:5-7) 
Not one stone of the temple left standing upon another. — Matt. 
24:2 (Wars 7:1:1 [7.1-3]; 7:8:7 [7.376-379]) 

That tribulation was worst ever — Jer. 30:7; Dan. 12:1; Mt. 24:21; 
Rev. 16:18 (Wars Preface, Sect. 4; Wars 5:10:5; 6.9.4 [6.429]). 

The AD 70 destruction was the turning-point of the ages 
-“revolution of the ages” and “system of the world put into 
disorder” — Mt. 24:3; 1Cor 7:29-31; 10:11; 1Jn 2:17,18 (Wars 
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4:4:5; 6:4:5) 
25. God (not the Romans) took the Kingdom away from the Jews 
and gave it to the Church - Matt. 21:43 (Wars 6:8:4; 6:9:1,4 


6 Josephus Gives “the Day and the Hour’ 


In the Olivet Discourse (Matthew 24 and parallels), Jesus told his 
disciples that when they saw certain signs occur, they would 
know that the day of His coming was near: 


... when you see all these things, recognize that He is near, 
right at the door. Truly I say to you, this generation will not 
pass away until all these things take place... . But of that 
day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, 
nor the Son, but the Father alone. [Matt 24:33-36; 25:13 
NAS95] 


Jesus did not give them the exact day and hour when He would 
return, but he did promise that it would occur in that generation 
before all of the people alive at his time had died. And he gave them 
signs to look for, so that they would know when it was getting close. 
He even told Peter that it would not occur until after he “grew old” 
and was martyred (John 21:18). 

But Josephus, writing afterwards, gives the very day and hour 
when the angelic armies appeared in the sky signaling the arrival of 
Jesus to resurrect the dead out of Hades, rescue his living saints out 
of their tribulation, and to pour out his wrath upon their persecutors: 


..a few days after that feast [Passover, April 66], on the 
twenty-first [DAY] of the month Artemisius [Iyar], a certain 
prodigious and incredible phenomenon appeared; I suppose 
the account of it would seem to be a fable, were it not related 
by those that saw it, and were not the events that followed 
it of so considerable a nature as to deserve such signals; for, 
before sunsetting [HOUR], chariots and troops of soldiers in 
their armor were seen running about among the clouds, and 
surrounding of cities. Moreover at that feast which we call 
Pentecost [DAY], as the priests were going by night [HOUR] 
into the inner [court of the] temple, as their custom was, to 


perform their sacred ministrations, they said that, in the first 
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place, they felt a quaking, and heard a great noise, and after 
that they heard a sound as of a great multitude, saying, “Let us 
remove hence.” [Whiston, Complete Works of Josephus, Wars 
6.5.3 (6.296-300)] 


The angelic armies first appeared in the sky just before sunset on 
the twenty-first day of Artemisius (April 66), which signaled the 
beginning of Christ's coming to reward and judge. Less than two 
months later (June 66) in the evening on the day of Pentecost, as the 
priests were entering the temple to perform their customary services, 
they heard the voice of a great multitude in the unseen realm crying 
out, “Let us go from this place!” This was evidently the resurrection 
of the saints out of Hades. So, Josephus unwittingly gave us the very 
day and hour of the beginning of the Parousia, as well as the day and 
the hour of the resurrection of the dead. He proved the predictions of 
Jesus to be true to the very “day and hour.,” in that very generation, 
before “some of those standing there” tasted death. 


7 Just A ‘Minor’ Coming At A.D. 70? 


There are many who believe there was “some kind of coming of 
Christ” in connection with the destruction of Jerusalem, but they 
are quick to point out that it was merely a “minor” coming of Jesus, 
and that the “major” return of Christ is still future! They call it “a 
coming in judgment upon the Jewish nation.” However, the question 
is, “Where does the New Testament ever distinguish between a 
minor coming in judgment and the major return of Christ?” Neither 
Jesus nor any of the NT writers ever stop to explain which “coming” 
they have in mind. None of them ever say, “Here I’m talking about 
a minor coming to end the Jewish world, but over there I’m dealing 
with the major coming to end the universe.” 

Think of a first-century Christian living before the destruction of 
Jerusalem in AD 70 who had access to only a few of the NT books. 
Would he have known that Jesus was speaking of two different 
“comings of the Son of Man” separated by thousands of years? 
We have a hard enough time distinguishing between the various 
“comings” and we live after AD 70! The NT does not teach two 
different Parousias of Christ. He was to return only once, and that 


happened in the first century when Jerusalem was destroyed! How 
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can He come back again if He hasn't left again? He came in the first 
century (at AD 70). He is still with us. He will never leave. He will 
always be with us. 

Creedalists challenge the idea of putting the final return of Christ 
in the past. Yet some of them believe there was some kind of “minor” 
return of Christ in AD 70, with another final coming in the future. 
This multiple-parousia idea is a worse attack on the creeds than is 
our mere adjustment of the timing of the one return mentioned in 
the creeds. The creeds only talk about one return of Christ. Partial 
preterists who add a third coming of Christ to the non-negotiable list 
of biblical endtime events in the creeds have violated the creeds in a 
far more serious way than Full Preterists who merely reinterpret the 
timing of the second coming mentioned in the creeds and scripture. 
Who violates the creeds more? Those who merely reinterpret the 
timing of the second coming, or those who add another coming to 
the list? 

We all need to recognize that the creeds can be mistaken, and 
must be corrected when they are found to be in error. That idea 
strikes terror in the hearts of creedalists only because they don't 
realize that they themselves have violated the creeds. Some futurists 
and partial preterists take exception to the “descent into Hades” 
clause in both the Apostles and Athanasian creeds, in spite of the 
fact that it has a strong basis in Scripture (Psalms, Acts 2 and 1 Peter) 
and an early history in the church. Athanasius even says about all the 
statements in his creed (including the “descent” clause) that, “This is 
the Catholic Faith: which except a man believe faithfully, he cannot 
be saved.” [emphasis added] Where does this put those creedalistic 
partial preterists who take exception to the “descent into Hades” 
clause? 

All English-speaking Protestants recite English versions of the 
Apostles and Nicene creeds which have been changed. The original 
Latin and Greek say, “resurrection of the flesh.” But reformers were 
uncomfortable with the word “flesh,” so they substituted the word 
“body” in the English versions. 

Question: Were the Reformers the only ones who had the right 
to change the wording of the creeds and confessions? Or does every 
generation of Christians have the liberty to take exception to various 
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words in the creeds, and correct them if mistakes are found? The 
ink was barely dry on the original Nicene Creed before they were 
discussing further changes. The creeds pose no obstacle to the 
preterist view simply because they are mere human documents that 
are not inspired or authoritative like Scripture. Scripture alone is 
our final authority in matters of doctrine. And if inspired Scripture 
teaches the preterist view, it does not matter if the uninspired creeds 
stand against it. The only thing that matters is whether Scripture 
teaches it. Uninspired creeds cannot negate anything which rightly- 
interpreted inspired Scripture affirms. 


8 The Date of Revelation 


Interpretation of most Biblical books is not usually affected 
by the date of their composition. But the book of Revelation is an 
exception to that rule. Its interpretation is radically affected by its 
date of writing. If it was written before the destruction of Jerusalem 
in AD 70, it would almost certainly have to be connected with 
that event. However, if it was written several years after AD 70, it 
could not be dealing with the end of Jerusalem, since it is a book of 
prophecy predicting some significant destruction in its near future. 
No careful study of the date of Revelation should fail to consider 
the excellent works of Dr. Kenneth Gentry (Before Jerusalem Fell), 
David Chilton (Days of Vengeance), Foy Wallace (The Book of 
Revelation), and Arthur Ogden (The Avenging of the Apostles and 
Prophets). These four authors have done a marvelous job of laying 
out the overwhelming evidence for the early pre-70 date of the book 
of Revelation. 

Some date the book of Revelation in the year AD 96, based 
almost exclusively on flawed and questionable external patristic 
testimony. Internally, the book of Revelation affirms the radical 
nearness of Christ’s return and other end-time events. Notice Rev. 
1:1,3 and 22:6,10 in particular. These passages say that the contents 
of the book were about to be fulfilled very soon. They say that “these 
things must take place soon” because “the time” for their fulfillment 
was “at hand”. One of the things which was to happen “soon” was 
Jesus’ return (“surely Iam coming soon” Rev. 22:7,12,20). If the book 
was written in AD 96 (like some think) then they will have to find 
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some major event which happened shortly after AD 96 which was 
significant enough to call it “the Second Coming” and the fulfillment 
of Revelation! Rome didn't fall for another 300 years! The Roman 
persecution didn't end in AD 96, and didn't end until two and a half 
centuries later! Nothing major happened shortly after AD 96! Could 
AD 96 be the wrong date? Could AD 70 be the right one? Revelation 
must be discussing AD 70, an event so important that the Bible 
couldn't ignore it and deal instead with lesser-important events (like 
the death of Domitian). 

And from the Jewish viewpoint, it would be unthinkable that God 
would have wiped out His chosen people without at least one book 
of prophecy dealing with it! Even the lesser-important Babylonian 
destruction of 586 BC had numerous prophetic books written about 
it (before, during and afterwards), and the language describing that 
destruction is extremely similar to the language in Revelation. Before 
God disciplined His people He always raised up prophets to warn 
the people to repent, especially if there was going to be a massive 
destruction (like AD 70)! And He always gave them written books of 
prophecy in connection with those destructions. It just doesn’t seem 
likely that God would devote a whole book of prophecy to the fall 
of some pagan empire, and not give an even more detailed book of 
prophecy about apostate Israel's massive destruction in AD 70! The 
book of Revelation appears to be that book! 

Those who interpret the book of Revelation in connection with 
Domitian and Rome are forgetting what the book is presenting. 
Revelation is not just discussing the death of a “beast,” but also the 
downfall and destruction of some “Great City Babylon” and the end 
to some very threatening persecution. Those who apply the book 
to Domitian and Rome forget about these last two events. They 
cannot explain how the city of Rome and the Roman persecution 
ended shortly after AD 96! Rome didn’t fall for over 300 years, and 
the Roman persecution continued until Constantine's day (AD 313)! 
These events are not very “shortly” after AD 96! It must be dealing 
with the Zealots and the Jewish persecution against the church, 
which did end very soon at AD 70! 

What “Great City” important to Christians and Jews fell “shortly” 
after AD 96? What great persecution which was a real threat to the 
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church ended “shortly” after AD 96? None did! Revelation 11:8 
identifies who the “Great City” was (“the city where their Lord was 
crucified”): Jerusalem! Revelation 18:24 also identifies who the 
“Great City” was: “And in her was found the blood of prophets and of 
saints and of all who have been slain on the earth.” 

When this is compared with Jesus’ statements in Luke 13:33-35 
and Matt. 23:29-39, one can see that the “Great City” mentioned 
in the book of Revelation is Jerusalem, not Rome! Jesus says that 
Jerusalem is the city that “kills the prophets,” and that the “guilt for all 
the righteous blood shed on earth” would fall upon Jerusalem in that 
generation (Matt. 23:34-37). Upon comparing these statements of 
Jesus with Revelation 18:24, the conclusion is inescapable: Jerusalem 
is the “Great City”! And if the book of Revelation is dealing with the 
downfall of Jerusalem, it must have been written before AD 70 in 
order to predict it. 

What great persecution is under consideration in the book of 
Revelation? The other books of the New Testament speak of a serious 
persecution which the Jews inflicted upon the Christians (see Matt. 
10:16-23; Matt. 24: 9,10,21; Acts 8:1; Gal. 1:13; etc.). This Jewish 
persecution came to a standstill in AD 70! The death of Domitian 
in AD 96 did not stop the Roman persecution. Eusebius says that 
Romans persecuted Christians for more than two centuries later. The 
Roman persecution did not end “shortly” after AD 96! But if the 
book was written shortly before AD 70, there would be an end of a 
very threatening persecution “shortly” afterwards to fulfill it. 

In Matt. 23:32-37, Jesus says it was the Jews of that generation 
who were the real threat to the Christians. It was they (not the 
Romans) who had all the blood of the righteous imputed against 
them! It was the corrupt Jewish leadership of that generation who 
persecuted them “from city to city.” It was the city of Jerusalem which 
had the blood- guilt of all the prophets and saints imputed against it. 
The book of Acts shows that the only reason the Romans were even 
involved in the persecution at all was because the Jewish leadership 
had to go through the Romans to carry out their threats. 

It was the unfaithful among the Jews who were the real threat 
to Christ’s followers. Even Paul states (Gal. 1:13,23; 1 Tim. 1:13; 
Acts 8:3; 9:21) that his intention as a persecutor before he became a 
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Christian was not just to debate the Christians and prove they were 
wrong. He was trying to “destroy” them out of existence! As long as 
the Jewish leadership of that generation had any power behind them 
they would be a threat to the Church. No one knew better how to 
“destroy” the Christians than the Jews. The Jewish temple-system (a 
physical, sacrificial system) was being challenged by a new spiritual 
system, and the Jewish religious leaders were outraged! As long as 
they were able (until AD 70), they did everything in their power to 
blot out Christianity before it became strongly established. 

No other persecution after AD 70 ever threatened the existence of 
Christ’s followers like this Jewish one did. Eusebius (Book II, chapter 
25 and Book III, chapters 5-8) shows that the Jewish persecution 
was the real threat. There were Jewish communities scattered all over 
the Roman empire, and Jews who had become Christians on that 
first Pentecost went back to their communities with the gospel. It 
didn't take long for the Christians to make their presence and their 
difference known. A strong persecution immediately ensued. Paul’s 
letters and the book of Acts show this constant struggle going on. It 
got worse as time progressed. 

When it became known that Gentiles could be saved without 
circumcision and Law-keeping, and that the temple-sacrifices were 
no longer binding (nor efficacious), the Jewish leaders were incensed. 
They would stop at nothing to put down this new “blasphemy.” All 
that they stood for was being trampled underfoot by the Christians. 
And when Nero got involved, the persecution became empire-wide, 
and rapidly escalated into the “great tribulation” in which several of 
the apostles were martyred and exiled. 

Josephus pinpoints its beginning in AD 62 when Festus died 
and Ananus II was installed as high priest. The Jews were without a 
Roman governor for three months. Ananus II took advantage of this 
opportunity to arrest “James and some of his companions.’ It was 
during this four year “great tribulation” (c. AD 62-66) that James, 
Paul and Peter suffered martyrdom, and apostle John was exiled to 
the island of Patmos, where he wrote the book of Revelation. In the 
opening chapter of Revelation, John says, “I, John, your brother and 
fellow-partaker in the tribulation and kingdom and perseverance 
which are in Jesus, was on the island called Patmos, because of the 
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word of God and the testimony of Jesus.” According to Papias the 
late first century Christian historian, John was released from Patmos 
to reside in Ephesus, where he was killed by the Jews during the 
Neronic persecution (great tribulation). 

According to Peter who wrote at this very time (AD 63-64), Satan 
had been released and was “prowling about like a roaring lion, seeking 
someone to devour” (1 Pet. 5:8). Peter knew his martyrdom was near 
(2 Pet. 1:14) because Satan was released and the great tribulation was 
underway. This “tribulation” fell first on the Christians (1 Pet. 4:17), 
and immediately provoked Christ to descend with His angels in AD 
66 to begin the outpouring of wrath and judgment upon the Jewish 
nation for three and a half years (AD 66-70). 

In Matthew 24:22, Jesus says that unless that “tribulation” was 
cut short, none of the “elect” would have been left on earth to greet 
Him at His coming! The outbreak of the Jewish rebellion cut short 
that tribulation. The Jews had to turn their attention toward the war 
effort. The destruction of Jerusalem in AD 70 weakened the Jewish 
people so much that they were no longer a threat to the existence 
of the church afterwards. They had to concern themselves with 
their own survival. And the destruction of the temple in AD 70 
completely stopped the sacrifices. This was a significant vindication 
of Christianity. 

The book of Revelation promised a speedy relief to that great 
tribulation, and it came quickly. The Neronic persecution began in 
the Summer of 64, and was cut short by the outbreak of the Jewish 
rebellion in the Spring of 66. This fits the prophecies of Revelation 
perfectly, thus suggesting that the book of Revelation was written 
before the great tribulation, most likely in the summer of AD 62. 
Dating it in AD 96 has been the major reason why understanding 
it has been so difficult. It becomes an easy book to interpret when 
dated before AD 70! 


9 Dating Revelation Before A.D. 70 


Below is an extensive list of Biblical interpreters who dated the 
book of Revelation before AD 70 in their writings. The early date 
has obviously had its share of scholarly support. Kenneth L. Gentry, 
Philip Schaff, F. W. Farrar, John A. T. Robinson, E. P. Gould, Milton S. 
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Terry and others (in their books listed in the Bibliography) mention 
more than a hundred different theologians during the past four 
centuries who took a pre-70 date for Revelation. Of these, Gentry 
(BJE, pp. 30ff) was the most helpful. Several of these theologians also 
believed in a pre-70 fulfillment of most or all of Revelation. And 
these are not just obscure and unknown persons! Most of these 
are in the “Who's Who” of Biblical scholarship. The ones boldfaced 
below are especially recommended for further study. Many of their 
books for which we were able to find information are listed in the 
Bibliography. Some of them may still be in print, or else available in 
digital form online somewhere. 


Andreas (fifth century), Arethas (tenth century), Theophylact 
(1071), Luis De Alcasar (1554-1613), Henry Hammond 
(1653), John Lightfoot (1658), Hugo Grotius (1664), Sir 
Isaac Newton (1727), Frank Abauzit (1733), Hardouin 
(1741), J. J. Wettstein (1751), Bishop Thomas Newton 
(1754), Harenburg (1759), Johann Gottfried Von Herder 
(1779), E. G. Hartwig (1780), Eichorn (1791), N. Nisbett 
(1802), J. C.L. Gieseler (c. 1820), Frederick Bleek (1820), 
E H. A. Ewald (1828), EF J. Zillig (1834), J. A. Stephenson 
(1838), Moses Stuart (1845), Albert Schwegler (1846), Wm. 
M. L. Dewette (1848), Gottfried Friedrich Lticke (1852), 
Karl A. Auberlen (1857), Diisterdieck (1859), Charles Pettit 
M’llvaine (1859), F. D. Maurice (1861), Philip S. Desprez 
(1861), Charles Wordsworth (1866), J. B. Lightfoot (1867), 
B. Weiss (1869), Henry Cowles (1871), James Glasgow 
(1872), H. Gebhardt (1873), J. E. Renan (1873), A. Hilgenfeld 
(1875), A. Immer (1877), Dean Plumptre (1877), James M. 
McDonald (1877), James Stuart Russell (1878), Robert 
Young (1822-1888), Israel P. Warren (1878), Alexander 
Brown, R. W. Dale (1878), J. T. Harris, J. H. Noyes, Thomas 
Rattray (1878), Edward Reuss (1880), Samuel Davidson 
(1882), B. F. Westcott (1882), Milton S. Terry (1883), 
William Hurte (1884), August Neander (1889), F. W. Farrar, 
C. A. Goodhart (1891), A. Plummer (1891), T. Randell 
(1891), W. H. Simcox (1893), W. Sanday (1893), F. J. A. Hort 
(1894), William Newton Clarke (1894), E. Hampden Cook 
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(1894), G. O. Field (1895), John David Michaelis, Philip 
Schaff, E. P. Gould (1896), G. Salmon Dean Stanley Tilloch, 
E C. Baur, Aube, Krenkel, Reville, Volkmar, Bunsen, Rudolf 
Stier, Guericke, Niermeyer, Hentenius, Edward Robinson, 
Dr. Dollinger, E. C. Selwyn (1900), William S. Urmy 
(1900), B. W. Henderson (1903), H. J. Holtzman (1912), G. 
Edmundson (1913), A. S. Peake (1919), A. Weigall (1930), A. 
D. Momigliano (1934), Ulrich Beeson (1956), C. C. Torrey 
(1958), K. A. Eckhardt (1961), James Hamilton (1962), Jay 
Adams (1966), Foy Wallace (1966), Max R. King (1971), 
Franklin Camp (1974), J. Massyngberde Ford (1975), Ray 
Hawk, John A.T. Robinson (1976), Jessie E. Mills, Jr. (1978), 
Edward E. Stevens (1978), Cornelius Vanderwaal (1979), 
Burton Coffman (1979), Timothy A. James (1982), David H. 
Chilton (1985), Arthur M. Ogden (1985), Greg L. Bahnsen 
(1989), Kenneth L. Gentry, Jr. (1989), Ron McRay (1990), 
Janice E. Leonard (1991), John Noe (1991), Joseph R. Balyeat 
(1991), Kenneth J. Davies (1992), Don Preston (1992), Gary 
DeMar (1994), Albert R. Pigeon (1994), Eugene Fadeley 
(1995), Joseph M. Daniels (1996), John L. Bray (1996), 
Arthur Melanson (1998), Robert Charles Sproul (1998), 
Daniel E. Harden (1999), Randall E. Otto (2000), James 
A. Henry (2002), Samuel M. Frost (2002), Tom and Steve 
Kloske (2003), Kurt M. Simmons (2003), Brian L. Martin 
(2004), Ian D. Harding (2005), Michael Alan Nichols 
(2010), Glenn L. Hill (2010), Stephen Temple (2012), Tony 
Everett Denton (2012), Charles S. Meeks (2013), and an ever 
growing number of many others. It seems that around the 
beginning of the twenty-first century (A.D. 2001), writers 
and writings about the preterist view began to increase 
dramatically, and it shows no signs of slowing down any time 
soon. 


9 Daniel and Revelation 


Daniel was promised that there would be further revelation about 
“these things” given “in the time of the end” (not “end of time” - big 
difference) when his people would be “completely shattered” (Dan. 
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12:4-9). The only complete shattering of the Jewish people since 
Daniel's day to ours was the AD 70 destruction! Therefore, the “end- 
time” spoken of in Daniel 12 must have been the AD 70 generation. 
The phrase used by Daniel is “time of the end,” not “the end of time” 
There is a difference. The Bible nowhere teaches a return of Christ 
at “the end of time.” The futurists have done much to confuse the 
situation. Jesus and the apostles refer to Daniel’s prophecies and 
apply them to the first century and AD 70. Daniel’s “end time” was 
the “complete end” that would occur when the Jews were “completely 
shattered” (see Dan. 9:26,27; 10:14; 11:27,35,40; 12:4,6,7,9,13). It 
was that same “end time” when the “abomination of desolation” 
would be revealed and destroyed. Daniel was told to “seal up” his 
book because the end-time was still a long way off (Dan. 12:4,9). 
However, John was told not to seal up his book (Revelation) because 
the time of its fulfillment was “at hand” (Rev. 22:10). Most people 
agree that Revelation is dealing with the same things as Daniel, so 
that Revelation has to be that further revelation about the “complete 
shattering” of the Jews which was revealed to Daniel. This means 
that the generation when Revelation was written had to be the “end- 
time.” And if we compare the descriptions (Dan. 10:5,6; Rev. 1:13- 
15) of the angel who gave Daniel and John these revelations, we'll see 
incredible similarity, suggesting again that the book of Revelation is 
indeed the continuation of the revelation which was promised to be 
given “at the time of the end.” 

Daniel deals with the “end-time” of the Jews when they would 
be “completely shattered” (Dan. 12). So, if Revelation deals with the 
same things as Daniel, then it must be dealing with AD 70 also! And, 
if Revelation is dealing with AD 70, it had to be written before AD 
70 in order to predict it. 

While predicting the devastating times that would come upon 
the Jews in AD 70, Jesus said, “these are days of vengeance, in order 
that all things which are written may be fulfilled.” (Luke 21:22) He 
indicates that all Old Testament Scripture would be fulfilled by the 
time Jerusalem was destroyed. That means Daniel (OT Scripture) 
had to be fulfilled by AD 70. 


11 Matthew 24 and The Second Coming 
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Matthew 24 and its parallels (Mark 13; Luke 17; and Luke 21) 
supply powerful evidence for the idea that Jesus returned in AD 
70. Beginning with Matt. 23:29 and reading straight through to the 
end of chapter 24, one cannot help but notice the imminency of the 
events described here. In Matt. 23:36, Jesus says, “all these things 
shall come upon this generation.” He further states, in Matt. 24:34, 
“This generation will not pass away until all these things take place.” 
Notice that He says “all these things’, not just some of them! And one 
of the “things” mentioned in the context is the “coming of the Son of 
Man” (Matt. 24:3, 27, 30, 37, 39, 42, 44, 46, 50)! Either Jesus returned 
within a generation (within about 40 years, see Heb. 3:10-17) or He 
and the NT writers were grossly mistaken (and uninspired). 

Some try to evade this dilemma by dividing Matthew 24 into two 
sections, the first dealing with AD 70 (verses 1-34), and the second 
dealing with a future end of the world (verses 35 and following). The 
following chart (“The Olivet Discourse Cannot Be Divided”) shows 
why that approach cannot be right. 


12 About The Chart 


See the chart on the opposite page. Some hold the idea shown 
on the left side of the chart. They think Matthew 24 speaks of two 
different time periods: 


1. (SECTION A) Events Associated With AD 70, and 
2. (SECTION B) Events Still Future To Us. 


They apply the events mentioned in Matt. 24:1-34 (SECTION 
A) to the first time period (AD 70), and the events in Matt. 24:35ff 
(SECTION B) to our future. 

However, Luke’s statements in chapter 17 (on the right side of the 
chart) show that this idea cannot be correct. Luke 17 discusses the 
same events as Matthew 24, but without any hint whatsoever that 
two different time periods are under consideration. Luke clearly sees 
all of these events as happening in the same time period (“the day 
that the Son of Man is revealed, Luke 17:30). 


13 The Olivet Discourse Cannot Be Divided 
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Notice on the chart (previous page) how Luke records the same 
events as Matthew, but in a different order. Matthew’s order is 1-2- 
3- 4-5, but Luke's order is scrambled 2-4-1-5-3! Luke has an event 
from SECTION A followed by one from SECTION B, then another 
from SECTION A followed by SECTION B, and finally one from 
SECTION A. This presents a problem: If Matthew 24 really has two 
sections (or two different time periods) under consideration, then 
Luke's account is incorrect, because he mixes the five events up as if 
they are all to happen in one time period. Either Luke is mistaken 
(and therefore uninspired), or it is wrong to divide Matthew 24 into 
two sections. Of course, the solution to this is that both Matthew and 
Luke speak of the same events which would all happen in the same 
time period. And Matthew 24:34 tells us when that time period was: 
the “generation” that was alive when He spoke those words (AD 30- 
70)! 

The same “coming of the Son of Man” is under consideration in 
both so-called sections (Matt. 24:3, 27, 30, 37, 39, 42, 44, 46, 50 - 
see the Greek words for “coming”). The chapter cannot be divided 
into multiple different comings. All the events in both sections are 
inseparably connected with the same “coming of the Son of Man” 
The second section contains the same kind of “coming” passages 
as the first section, using the same Greek words (parousia and 
erchomai) for “coming.” The Greek word “parousia” is used four 
times, twice in each of the two sections. We have listed them below 
for easy comparison. Look at the biblical text to see if there is any 
indication that Jesus was talking about two totally different “comings 
of the Son of Man” separated by thousands of years. 


1. First Section - (Matt. 24:4-34) - AD 70 Coming 
e “parousia” — Mt. 24:3, 27 
 “erchomai” — Mt. 24:30 
2. Second Section - (Matt. 24:35ff) — Alleged Future Coming 
« “parousia’” — Mt. 24:37, 39 
e “erchomai” — Mt. 24:42, 44, 46, 50 


Some interpreters (e.g. Marcellus Kik, Ken Gentry) apply all three 
“coming” passages in the first section to AD 70, and say the coming 
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passages in the second section apply to a future “glorious Second 
Advent.” Such arbitrary distinctions between the two sections using 
the same Greek words has given critics (e.g. Bertrand Russell, Albert 
Schweitzer, and many others) license to charge Jesus with a mistake 
Dividing the chapter means Jesus was speaking about two totally 
different Parousias separated by thousands of years (compare Mt. 
24:27 versus 24:37, 39) using not just “similar language,” but exactly 
the same language (“coming of the Son of Man”). The word “parousia” 
(coming) is used in both sections, and the events mentioned in each 
section are connected inseparably with that parousia of the Son 
of Man. Either we have to say it is all future (and make Jesus a liar 
for saying any of it would occur in that generation), or make it all 
fulfilled at AD 70. Preterists are the only ones who are consistent on 
this. 

Jesus never distinguishes between two different “comings of the 
Son of Man” accompanied by “angels” “in glory” with “the clouds? 
We would have to find such a clarification somewhere else in Jesus’ 
teaching, since it is not found in the Matt. 24 context. Note also 
that the Greek word “parousia” is not used by Jesus anywhere else 
in the four gospels. It is only used here in Matthew 24, and is used 
interchangeably with the other word translated “coming” (erchomai). 
Both “parousia” and “erchomai” are used interchangeably in this 
context in reference to the same “coming of the Son of Man.” So 
there is no place in Jesus’ teaching where He distinguishes between 
two different “parousias” separated by thousands of years. It is very 
clear that the first century saints did not understand two different 
parousias here. They only knew of one return of Christ. 

Nor were two different parousias separated by a long delay taught 
by any of the NT writers. J. N. D. Kelly, Jaroslav Pelikan, Kurt Aland, 
T. FE. Torrance and many other careful students of church history 
have pointed out how the pre-70 church was pervaded with a sense 
of imminency about a single parousia. Albert Schweitzer has clearly 
shown how the imminence of a single parousia was the very fabric 
through which the NT was interwoven. 

‘That there was only one parousia, and that it would occur in that 
generation, creates an insurmountable dilemma for futurists, and 
leaves them hopelessly vulnerable to the liberals and skeptics who 
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assert that Jesus indeed promised His one and only parousia within 
His own contemporary generation, but failed to keep that promise. 
Since futurists do not believe it occurred then, it forces them to see 
Jesus as a false prophet. The Preterist view offers not just a better 
hypothesis, but the only solution to this dilemma. 

While considering Matthew 24, we should note that in Matt. 
24:14, Jesus said, “And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached 
in the whole world...and then the end shall come.” This was one of 
those events in the “first section” of Matthew 24 which must have 
been fulfilled by AD 70. Is there any NT proof that it was? Yes, see 
Rom. 1:8; 10:18; 16:26; Col. 1:6, 23. Some of these passages use the 
very same Greek words and phrases that Matt. 24:14 does. “The end” 
(Mt. 24:14) must have occurred! 

We must note how the three chapters (Matt. 23, 24, 25) are 
contextually linked. This is not a collection of sayings about totally 
different events. These discourses were spoken on the same day, and 
deal with the same subject Jesus had introduced in Matthew 23 (the 
coming of the Son of Man with its attendant woes and desolations 
upon Jerusalem). This becomes evident when the statements in 
“Section 2” of Matthew 24 are closely analyzed (see our chart). 
Notice Matthew 24:40, 41 (ie., “one will be taken, and one will be 
left”). There is a parallel in Luke 17. Lest anyone think this is the 
rapture, we only need to look at Luke 17:37 to remove any doubts. 
There the disciples ask Jesus “where” these folks would be taken. 
They would be taken where dead carcasses are normally carried off 
and consumed by the vultures. These verses presuppose there will 
be survivors of this destruction who will be left on the land after 
the destruction. If it was talking about the end of the universe, there 
would be no survivors. So it must be speaking of the destruction of 
Jerusalem. 

In regard to the rapture, preterists have shown that the language 
used here in Matt. 23-25 has at least fifteen similarities with 1 Thess. 
4 and 5. The most important of these similarities is with Matt. 24:29- 
31, which refers to the gathering of the living saints by the angels. 
This “gathering” or rapture occurred in AD 66 right before the 
Jewish War. 

Few doubt the connection between Matt. 23 and 24. But the 
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unity between chapters 24 and 25 has been questioned. Matt. 25:1- 
13 is the parable about the ten virgins. This is focused on the return 
of the bridegroom (Christ). In Matt. 25:13-30 Jesus presents another 
parable about the Talents. This is also connected with the “return” 
of the Master. Finally, in Matt. 25:31-46, Jesus talks about “when the 
Son of Man comes.’ How can anyone believe that the comings of the 
Son of Man that are mentioned in all three sections of Matt. 25 are 
speaking of a different “coming” than the one mentioned in Matthew 
24? If there were no “coming” statements in Matthew 25, we might 
be justified in doubting the unity of all three chapters. But all three 
chapters speak of the same “coming of the Son of Man” without 
distinguishing between them. Neither Jesus, nor the NT writers ever 
distinguish between two different returns of Christ separated by 
thousands of years. The lack of any distinction generally in the NT, 
and specifically here in Mt. 23-25, demands that these three chapters 
are a unity, and are speaking of the same return of Christ in AD 70. 

It might also be helpful to note, while we are discussing the timing 
of the one-and-only parousia (coming) of Christ in the first century, 
that the word “parousia” was a technical term used by the Greeks to 
refer to the visitation of a king to one of his subject territories. It was 
an extended visitation, in some cases lasting for more than a year, 
in order to reward his faithful subjects and punish his rebellious 
subjects. That appears to be the idea that is in mind here with the 
Parousia of Christ. It was not just a one-day or “twinkling of an eye” 
event. It was an extended visitation to reward his faithful disciples 
and pour out his wrath upon the rebellious Jews which evidently 
began in AD 66 and extended at least until Jerusalem was destroyed 
in AD 70. 


14 All N.T. Books Written Before A.D. 70! 


We have seen that Revelation was written before the destruction 
of Jerusalem, and when similar internal evidence and historical 
considerations are focused on the rest of the NT books, their pre-70 
dates can be established as well. There is no totally reliable external 
evidence for either a pre-70 or a post-70 date. In determining the 
dates of Biblical books, internal inspired evidence always reigns 
supreme. 
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Dr. John A.T. Robinson, a theologian widely known as being a 
“liberal,” shocked the Christian scholarly world by suggesting that 
all of the New Testament documents were written before AD 70. 
This is a strikingly conservative position, since most liberal scholars 
date much of the New Testament after AD 70. He says he began his 
research for the book when he noticed that none of the NT books 
mentioned the destruction of Jerusalem as a past event. He calls 
the destruction of Jerusalem, “the single most datable and climactic 
event of the period,” and constantly stresses the point that such an 
important event could not have been ignored by the writers of the 
NT if it was past when they wrote. In his book, Redating the New 
Testament, p. 13, he says, “One of the oddest facts about the NT is 
that ... the fall of Jerusalem in AD 70 ... is never once mentioned as 
a past fact” How could any NT writer after AD 70 fail to comment 
on the incredible accuracy of Jesus’ predictions in Matt. 24? Even if 
they had no direct references to the destruction, there would at least 
be subtle reflections of post-70 conditions in their writings which 
would betray a post-70 date. Dr. Robinson says that the absence of all 
allusions to AD 70 by the NT writers is “as significant as the silence 
for Sherlock Holmes of the dog that did not bark” (p. 13). The NT 
writers did not mention AD 70 because it had not happened yet! All 
of the NT books were written before it happened. 

Since speaking/writing by inspiration (prophecy) was one of 
the gifts of the Spirit, the closure of the canon in AD 70 necessarily 
implies the cessation of the gift of prophecy (or revelation) at that 
time as well. Several books have been written teaching the idea that 
the gift of inspiration (prophecy or revelation) ceased at AD 70. J. S. 
Russell, Cornelius Vanderwaal, George E. Gardiner, Franklin Camp, 
Guy N. Woods, and Don Preston are just a few. This gives us a clear 
historical reference point (AD 70) for the completion of the NT 
canon. 

However, this does not necessarily nor automatically imply the 
cessation of all the gifts of the Spirit. There are charismatic Preterists 
who agree that the NT books were finished at AD 70, but who still 
contend that some or all of the other gifts continued. Fortunately, the 
continuation or cessation of the charismata is not an essential issue. 
Preterists and futurists both can differ on this without disrupting our 
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fellowship in Christ. 

We also need to remember that God has always providentially 
cared for His people. The Bible does not teach that His providence 
will ever cease. Otherwise, we would need to quit praying for God to 
providentially intervene and answer our prayers for the recovery of 
the sick and terminally ill. 

Some of the main purposes or functions of the Holy Spirit as 
Paraclete during the transition period were revelatory (i.e., revealing 
inspired truth), confirmatory and consummatory, in order to 
establish the church (John 14:26; 15:26; 16:8-15; 1 Cor. 1:8; Eph. 
4:11-16; Heb. 2:3). Notice especially what Jesus said about the work 
of the Paraclete (John 14:26; 15:26; 16:8-15): 


“He will teach you all things” 

“bring to your remembrance all that I said to you” 

“bear witness of Me, and you will bear witness” 

“convict the world concerning sin, righteousness, judgment” 
“guide you into all truth” 

“disclose to you what is to come” 


This was revelatory, confirmatory and consummatory work 
regarding the consummation of redemption. Unless we wish to say 
there is more redemptive truth yet to be revealed, we should instead 
understand that these revelatory functions of the Paraclete (the 
empowering of the apostles to teach and write by inspiration) have 
been completed. Jude 3 and Rev. 22:18-19 do not leave any room for 
the idea of a continuing revelation after the NT books were finished: 
Beloved, while I was making every effort to write you about our 
common salvation, I felt the necessity to write to you appealing that 
you contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all delivered 
to the saints. (Jude 3) 

I testify to everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this 
book: if anyone adds to them, God shall add to him the plagues which 
are written in this book; and if anyone takes away from the words of 
the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part from the 
tree of life and from the holy city, which are written in this book. He 
who testifies to these things says, “Yes, Iam coming quickly” Amen. 
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Come, Lord Jesus. (Rev. 22:18-20) 

The canon of scripture is closed. The Paraclete finished His 
inspired revelatory work about the plan of redemption by the time 
Jerusalem was destroyed in AD 70. 


15 Are We Still In The Last Days? 


Many Christians today think that we are still “in the last days” 
But in Acts 2:16-20, Peter clearly states that the “Last Days” were 
already in progress (cf. Heb. 1:1-2), and that the Last Days would 
come to an end at the “Great and Awesome Day of the Lord” The 
phrase “Day of the Lord” to which Peter and other NT writers refer, 
is a term used very often in the Old Testament prophets to describe 
the judgment or destruction of some wicked nation (see Isa. 13:6-19; 
Isa. 24-34; Isa. 51,52; Jer. 4; Ezek. 30:1-12; Ezek. 32; whole book of 
Joel, esp. 1:15-2:11; Hag. 2; Zeph. 1:7-14; Zech. 14; etc.). It was NOT 
referring to the end of the world. 

These passages sound like the End of the World, but the context 
shows that they are talking only about national downfalls. It was the 
“end of the world” for those wicked nations. In the context of Acts 
2:16-20, Peter indicates that those “Last Days” pertained to the Jews 
to whom he was preaching. In Acts 2:40, he urges them to repent and 
“rescue yourselves out of this perverse generation” that was doomed 
to destruction. It becomes crystal clear that the “Last Days” and the 

“Great and Terrible Day of the Lord” was referring to that terminal 
generation of Jews who lived right before Jerusalem was destroyed. At 
AD 70, Jesus returned and ended the last days of the Jewish nation. It 
was God's Great and Glorious Day for the vindication of His people, 
and an Awesome Day of Judgment and destruction for those who 
had rejected and crucified Him and persecuted His followers. Acts 
2:16- 20 had its fulfillment at AD 70! The last days of the Jewish 
nation ended then. The new Eternal Kingdom age began. We are no 
longer living in “the Last Days,’ nor is the “Great and Terrible Day 
of the Lord” still ahead of us. We are in the Eternal Kingdom now. 


16 Did the Eternal Kingdom Arrive? 


Within Christianity, there is a broad spectrum of teachings about 
the nature of the Eternal Kingdom, as well as the time when it was 


38 


supposed to arrive. The following scriptures show that the Kingdom 
was supposed to arrive in the lifetime of “some of those who were 
standing there” listening to Jesus teach. It would be spiritual in 
nature, and eternal in duration: 


Time of Arrival 

Dan. 2:44 - And in the days of those kings [Roman Empire] 
the God of heaven will set up a kingdom which will never 
be destroyed, and that kingdom will not be left for another 
people; it will crush and put an end to all these kingdoms, 
but it will itself endure forever. 

Mark 1:15 - [John the Baptist] The time is fulfilled, and the 
kingdom of God is at hand... 

Matt. 4:17 - Jesus began to teach, “Repent, for the kingdom of 
heaven is at hand.” 

Mark 9:1 — some standing here shall not taste death until they 
see the kingdom of God after it has come with power. 

Matt 25:31-34 - when the Son of Man comes in His glory, and 
all the angels with Him, then He will sit on His glorious 
throne. ... Then the King will say to those on His right, 
‘Come, you who are blessed of My Father, inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the 
world: 

Luke 21:31 - when you see these things happening ... the 
kingdom of God is near 


Spiritual in Nature 

John 3:3 — Jesus said, “unless one is born again, he cannot see the 
kingdom of God” 

Matt. 18:1-4 - At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, 
“Who then is greatest in the kingdom of heaven?” . . . unless 
you are converted and become like children, you shall not 
enter the kingdom of heaven. Whoever then humbles himself 
as this child, he is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 

Luke 17:20-21 - Now having been questioned by the Pharisees as 
to when the kingdom of God was coming, He answered them 
and said, “The kingdom of God is not coming with signs to 
be observed; nor will they say, ‘Look, here it is!’ or, “There it 
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is!’ For behold, the kingdom of God is in your midst.’ 

John 15:19; 17:14 — in the world, but not of the world. 

John 18:36 — Jesus said, “My kingdom is not of this world. ... 
not of this realm.” 

Matt. 5:3 - Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven. 

Mark 9:35 — Jesus said to the twelve, “If anyone wants to be 
first, he shall be last of all and servant of all? 

1Cor. 6:9 -the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of 
God. 

Gal. 5:21 - envying, drunkenness, carousing, and things like 
these... those who practice such things shall not inherit the 
kingdom of God. 

Eph. 5:5 - no immoral or impure person or covetous man, who 
is an idolater, has an inheritance in the kingdom of Christ 
and God. 

James 2:5 — did not God choose the poor of this world to be rich 
in faith and heirs of the kingdom which He promised to 
those who love Him? 

Matt. 19:23-24 —Jesus said, “Truly I say to you, it is hard for a 
rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven. And it is easier 
for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, than for a rich 
man to enter the kingdom of God” 

Rom. 14:17 - for the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, 
but righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. 


Eternal in Duration 

2Sam. 7:12-13 - When your days are complete and you lie 
down with your fathers, I will raise up your descendant after 
you, who will come forth from you, and I will establish his 
kingdom. He shall build a house for My name, and I will 
establish the throne of his kingdom forever. 

Isa. 9:7 — There will be no end to the increase of His government 
or of peace, On the throne of David and over his kingdom, 
to establish it and to uphold it with justice and righteousness 
from then on and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts 
will accomplish this. 

Dan. 2:44 — And in the days of those kings the God of heaven 
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will set up a kingdom which will never be destroyed, and 
that kingdom will not be left for another people; it will crush 
and put an end to all these kingdoms, but it will itself endure 
forever. 

Luke 1:33 - and He will reign over the house of Jacob forever; 
and His kingdom will have no end. 

Heb. 12:28 - Therefore, since we receive a kingdom which 
cannot be shaken, let us show gratitude, by which we may 
offer to God an acceptable service with reverence and awe. 

Dan. 7:18-27 - But the saints of the Highest One will receive 
the kingdom and possess the kingdom forever, for all ages to 
come. ... His kingdom will be an everlasting kingdom, and 
all the dominions will serve and obey Him. 


Thus we have seen that the Kingdom was supposed to arrive in 
the lifetime of some of Jesus’ disciples. It arrived in connection with 
the destruction of Jerusalem when “all these things occurred” and 
Jesus came to judge between the sheep and goats. It is spiritual in 
nature, and will endure forever. 


17 How to Interpret Prophetic Language? 


If we know when an event occurred, then it will be easier to 
determine what kind of event it was. The timing of an event helps 
define the nature of that event. That holds true especially for the 
second coming and its associated events. If we know that it was 
supposed to occur in the first century in connection with the 
destruction of Jerusalem in AD 70, then we know it was not an 
earth-burning, universe-collapsing, end of the world. Instead, it was 
the end of the Jewish Old Testament world. 

There is alot of “end-of-the-world” type language used in the Bible 
which seems at first sight to be speaking of the end of the physical 
universe, when in fact it is talking about the changing of the ages 
(from one world to another). The Old Testament Hebrew referred 
to the two worlds as “this world” (olam ha-zeh) and “the world to 
come” (olam ha-bah). In the New Testament Greek it refers to them 
as “this age” (touto aioni) and “the age about to come” (mellontos 
aionos). See Matt 12:32; Eph 1:21; and Heb 6:5. It was the changing 
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of the old covenantal world system into the new covenantal world 
system, not the end of the universe. 

Furthermore, a lot of the language that is used in Scripture to 
describe the Day of the Lord and his coming with the angels in clouds 
of glory, is theophany-style language. It is describing a real visible 
coming of God with his angels to reward his saints and judge his 
enemies (see Isa. 13:6-19; Ezek. 30:1-12; Joel 1:15-2:11; Zeph. 1:7- 
14). It is not just figurative metaphorical language. It is talking about 
real, visible, and experiential interactions between the unseen realm 
and the seen realm. When we hear language such as “the heavens 
were opened,’ it is referring to a literal opening in the unseen realm 
so that saints can see something that is normally unseen. 

This is cosmological language. Biblical cosmology is the study of 
the relationship and interactions between the things in the unseen 
realm and things in the seen realm. Biblical writers use this kind 
of language a lot, especially in reference to theophanies (God- 
appearances) and angelophanies (angel-appearances). Any place in 
Scripture where we see a visible or experiential interaction between 
the unseen realm and the seen realm, those interactions are described 
in cosmological terms. It is not just symbolic or apocalyptic language. 

A good example of a theophany was when the glory cloud of 
God’s presence descended upon Mount Sinai in fire (Exod 19:16ff). 
That theophany was visible and experiential. The Israelites saw the 
glory cloud during the day and the pillar of fire at night. Just before 
Solomon prayed at the dedication of his temple, it says that the glory 
cloud of God’s presence visibly filled the temple and indwelt the 
Holy of Holies (1 Kings 8:1-11). Elisha literally and visibly saw Elijah 
carried to heaven in fiery angelic chariots (2Kings 2:11-12). Elisha 
and his servant Gehazi literally saw the angelic armies all around the 
city of Dothan protecting them (2Kings 6:17). 

Those were real theophanies and angelophanies that God's people 
were allowed to see, hear, and experience in a cognitive way. The 
physical universe did not come to an end when those events occurred. 
And this is the same kind of language that Jesus used to describe his 
coming with the angels in the glory of His Father to reward his saints 
and judge his enemies. It was cosmological language describing real 
visible and experiential interactions between the seen realm and 
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the unseen realm. Notice the language that is used in the following 
passages to describe the downfall of wicked nations (not the end of 
the world): Isa. 13; Isa. 24-34; Isa. 51,52; Jer. 4; Ezek. 32; whole book 
of Joel; Hag. 2; Zeph. 1; Zech. 14. That language certainly sounds like 
the End of the World to us modern folks, but the context shows that 
it is talking only about God coming to reward his people and judge 
his enemies. It was an “end of the world” for those wicked nations 
whom he judged, but it was not the end of the physical planet or the 
universe. And that same language is used in the New Testament to 
describe Christ’s return to rescue His saints out of tribulation and 
pour out his wrath upon their persecutors (the Jews). 


18 Did the O.T. Predict the Second Coming? 


Most of us would probably answer a quick “yes” to the above 
question without realizing the implications. If you said “yes,” you 
were right! Christians have always tried to convince Jews that the 
Old Testament predicted the Second Coming and other end-time 
events. The following passages are good examples of that: 


Job 19:25 - “And as for me, I know that my Redeemer lives, And at 
the last He will take His stand on the earth. 


Psa. 96:13 - Before the LORD, for He is coming; for He is coming 
to judge the earth. He will judge the world in righteousness, and the 
peoples in His faithfulness. 


Isa. 40:10 - Behold, the Lord GOD will come with might, With 
His arm ruling for Him. Behold, His reward is with Him, And His 
recompense before Him. 


Isa. 66:15,16 — For behold, the LORD will come in fire and His 
chariots like the whirlwind, to render His anger with fury, and His 
rebuke with flames of fire. For the LORD will execute judgment by 
fire and by His sword on all flesh, and those slain by the LORD will 
be many. 

Ezek. 38:16-23 “..and you will come up against My people Israel like 
a cloud to cover the land. It will come about in the Last Days that I 
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shall bring you against My land, in order that the nations may know 
Me when I shall be sanctified through you before their eyes, O Gog.” 
Thus says the Lord GOD, “Are you the one of whom I spoke in former 
days through My servants the prophets of Israel, who prophesied in 
those days for many years that I would bring you against them? And 
it will come about on that day, when Gog comes against the land of 
Israel,” declares the Lord GOD, “that My fury will mount up in My 
anger. And in My zeal and in My blazing wrath I declare that on that 
day there will surely be a great earthquake in the land of Israel. And 
the fish of the sea, the birds of the heavens, the beasts of the field, all 
the creeping things that creep on the earth, and all the men who are 
on the face of the earth will shake at My presence; the mountains also 
will be thrown down, the steep pathways will collapse, and every wall 
will fall to the ground. And I shall call for a sword against him on all 
My mountains,” declares the Lord GOD. “Every man’s sword will be 
against his brother. And with pestilence and with blood I shall enter 
into judgment with him; and I shall rain on him, and on his troops, 
and on the many peoples who are with him, a torrential rain, with 
hailstones, fire, and brimstone. And I shall magnify Myself, sanctify 
Myself, and make Myself known in the sight of many nations; and 
they will know that I am the LORD? 


Dan. 12:1-3 - Now at that time Michael, the great prince who stands 
guard over the sons of your people, will arise. And there will be a time 
of distress such as never occurred since there was a nation until that 
time; and at that time your people, everyone who is found written in 
the book, will be rescued. And many of those who sleep in the dust 
of the ground will awake, these to everlasting life, but the others to 
disgrace and everlasting contempt. And those who have insight will 
shine brightly like the brightness of the expanse of heaven, and those 
who lead the many to righteousness, like the stars forever and ever. 


Joel 3:11-16 — Hasten and come, all you surrounding nations, And 
gather yourselves there. Bring down, O LORD, Thy mighty ones. Let 
the nations be aroused And come up to the valley of Jehoshaphat, 
For there I will sit to judge All the surrounding nations. Put in 
the sickle, for the harvest is ripe. Come, tread, for the wine press 
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is full; The vats overflow, for their wickedness is great. Multitudes, 
multitudes in the valley of decision! For the day of the LORD is near 
in the valley of decision. The sun and moon grow dark, And the stars 
lose their brightness. And the LORD roars from Zion And utters His 
voice from Jerusalem, And the heavens and the earth tremble. But 
the LORD is a refuge for His people And a stronghold to the sons of 
Israel. 


Zech. 14:3-5 - Then the LORD will go forth and fight against those 
nations, as when He fights on a day of battle. And in that day His 
feet will stand on the Mount of Olives, which is in front of Jerusalem 
on the east; and the Mount of Olives will be split in its middle from 
east to west by a very large valley, so that half of the mountain will 
move toward the north and the other half toward the south. And 
you will flee by the valley of My mountains, for the valley of the 
mountains will reach to Azel; yes, you will flee just as you fled before 
the earthquake in the days of Uzziah king of Judah. Then the LORD, 
my God, will come, and all the holy ones with Him! 


Mal. 4:1-6 - “For behold, the day is coming, burning like a furnace; 
and all the arrogant and every evildoer will be chaff; and the day that 
is coming will set them ablaze,” says the LORD of hosts, “so that it 
will leave them neither root nor branch” “But for you who fear My 
name the sun of righteousness will rise with healing in its wings; and 
you will go forth and skip about like calves from the stall. “And you 
will tread down the wicked, for they shall be ashes under the soles of 
your feet on the day which I am preparing,’ says the LORD of hosts. 
“Remember the law of Moses My servant, even the statutes and 
ordinances which I commanded him in Horeb for all Israel. “Behold, 
I am going to send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the 
great and terrible day of the LORD. “And he will restore the hearts of 
the fathers to their children, and the hearts of the children to their 
fathers, lest I come and smite the land with a curse.” 


If these passages predict something which hasn't happened yet, 
then we have a big problem! In Luke 21:22, Jesus said that all OT 
prophecy would be fulfilled by the time Jerusalem was destroyed 
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in AD 70. That means that all the events predicted in the above 
passages must have been fulfilled! Do any of those passages speak 
of a “coming” in power and great splendor with the angels” like the 
New Testament predictions do? Yes, they do! 

The NT clearly affirms that these end-time events were predicted 
in the Old Testament. Here are a few NT examples: Acts 3:19-24; 
Acts 25:6-8, 22; 1Pet. 1:1-12; and 2Pet. 3. When Peter was teaching in 
the temple concerning things that were happening in his day (“these 
days” - Acts 3:24), he says that all these things (including the return 
of Christ) were predicted by the OT prophets (Acts 3:21, 24). Paul 
said he taught only those things which “the prophets and Moses said 
was going to take place” (Acts 26:22), and we know he often spoke 
of the Second Coming and other end-time events (1Cor. 1:7 15:23; 
Phil. 3:20; Col. 3:4; [Thess, 1:10; 2:19; 3:13; 4:13-18; 5:2,23; 2 Thess. 
1:7,10; 2:1,8; 1Tim. 6:14; 2Tim. 4:1,8,18; Tit. 2:13; Heb. 9:28; 10:37). 
After discussing a “salvation ready to be revealed in the last time” 
(1Pet. 1:5), which would come in connection with Jesus’ return (1 
Pet. 1:7), Peter says that all these end-time things were predicted in 
the Old Testament prophets (1Pet. 1:1-11)! Peter stressed the fact 
(in 2 Peter 3) that he was only reminding them of what God had 
already promised in the O.T. prophets. He mentions a “coming” (vs. 
4), “the Last Days” (vs. 3), “the Day of Judgment” (vs. 7), “the Day 
of the Lord” (vs. 10) and other end-time events. Whether we agree 
on the time of fulfillment of these or not, one thing is certain: The 
Old Testament prophets predicted all these end-time events. And 
Peter says that “The End” of all these things was rapidly approaching 
(1Pet. 4:7,17). He wrote these things in AD 63, which was right 
before the Neronic persecution (AD 64) and the outbreak of the 
Jewish war with Rome (AD 66). Therefore, the Second Coming must 
have already occurred, since it was one of the things predicted in the 
OT which had to be fulfilled by the time Jerusalem was destroyed in 
AD 70! 

The Old Testament contains more than just a handful of scattered 
prophecies about the Second Coming. The whole redemptive focus 
of the Old Testament is on Christ and what He would accomplish 
at the Cross and the Parousia. And we need to remember that the 
Parousia was not just a one-day event. The Greeks used the word 
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“parousia” to refer to an extended visit of a royal person. In the case 
of Nero, it referred to his visit to Greece for over a year. With that 
concept in mind, it is easy to see why Christ’s coming in reward and 
judgment lasted for at least four years (from AD 66 until AD 70). 


19 Why Were the Jews Destroyed? 


In the collection of verses that we have quoted below, we can see 
why God brought judgment upon the Jewish nation in AD 70. It was 
prophesied throughout the Old Testament, and fulfilled in the first 
century when Christ came to save his people and destroy his enemies. 
The first section of texts is from the Old Testament, specifically 
Deuteronomy, where Moses warned the Israelites what would befall 
them in their Latter Days when they broke the covenant. The second 
section of quotes is from the New Testament showing that Moses’ 
predictions were precisely fulfilled in the coming of Christ and the 
establishment of His Eternal Kingdom: 


And Moses summoned all Israel and said to them, “You 
have seen all that the Lord did before your eyes in the land 
of Egypt to Pharaoh and all his servants and all his land ... 
if your heart turns away and you will not obey ...I declare 
to you today that you shall surely perish. ... for I know that 
after my death you will act corruptly and turn from the way 
which I have commanded you; and evil will befall you in 
the latter days ... They have acted corruptly toward Him, 
they are not His children, because of their defect; but are a 
perverse and crooked generation. And the Lord saw this, 
and spurned them because of the provocation of His sons 
and daughters. Then He said, ‘I will hide My face from them, 
I will see what their end shall be; for they are a perverse 
generation, sons in whom is no faithfulness. They have 
made Me jealous with what is not God; they have provoked 
Me to anger with their idols, so I will make them jealous 
with those who are not a people ... Rejoice, O nations, with 
His people; for He will avenge the blood of His servants, and 
will render vengeance on His adversaries, and will atone for 
His land and His people. ... There is none like the God of 
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the skies in His majesty. The eternal God is a dwelling place, 
and underneath are the everlasting arms; and He drove out 
the enemy from before you, and said, ‘Destroy!’ (Deut. 29:2; 
30:17-18; 31:29; 32:5,19-21,43; 33:26-27) 


“..even so you too, when you see all these things, recognize 
that He is near, right at the door. Truly I say to you, this 
generation will not pass away until all these things take 
place” “For the promise is for you and your children, and 
for all who are far off, as many as the Lord our God shall 
call to Himself” And with many other words he solemnly 
testified and kept on exhorting them, saying, “Be saved from 
this perverse generation!” ... There will be tribulation and 
distress for every soul of man who does evil, of the Jew first 
and also of the Greek, but glory and honor and peace to 
every man who does good, to the Jew first and also to the 
Greek. ...Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in 
the heavenly places in Christ... In Him we have redemption 
through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses ... He 
made known to us the mystery of His will, according to His 
kind intention which He purposed in Him with a view to an 
administration suitable to the fullness of the times, that is, 
the summing up ofall things in Christ, things in the heavens 
and things upon the earth. ...Who shall separate us from the 
love of Christ? ...But in all these things we overwhelmingly 
conquer through Him who loved us. (Mt 24:33-34; Acts 
2:39-40; Rom 2:9-10; Eph 1:3- 10; Rom 8:35-37) 


The unbelieving Jews were cut off from their inheritance and 


destroyed, while the faithful remnant of believing Jews, along with 
believing Gentiles, inherited those covenantal blessings (Romans 9- 
11; esp. 11:17-24). Thus, the establishment of the Eternal Kingdom of 
Christ at the Destruction of Jerusalem in AD 70 was the fulfillment 
of all the things that were promised to God’s chosen people, the true 
spiritual Israel, which included both believing Jews and believing 


Gentiles (cf. Rom 2:28-29; 9:6-8; 9:22-24; 11:5-7). 
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20 What About Modern Israel? 


The mere mention of that destruction in AD 70 raises legitimate 
concerns among Jewish people. The author wishes to reassure the 
Jewish people that he does not cast guilt upon modern Jews for what 
some of their first-century ancestors might have done. The author 
has no anti-Semitic bias against the Jewish people at all, but rather a 
fond appreciation for the rich heritage they have given all mankind 
(especially to Christians), and a sympathetic understanding of the 
unspeakable anguish they have suffered throughout history. The 
world has much to learn from their history and religion, and much 
to thank them for. Apostle Paul stated that Israel was “beloved for 
the sake of the fathers” of our faith, and “enemies” only because of 
their rejection of the gospel and persecution of Christians. It was the 
Jews who were “..entrusted with the oracles of God.” As Jesus said, 
“.every scribe who has become a disciple of the kingdom of heaven 
is like a head of a household, who brings forth out of his treasure 
things new and old” (Matt. 13:52). And it was through them that the 
Gentile world has received redemption, “for salvation is from the 
Jews” (John 4:22). But it needs to be clearly stated that fleshly (racial, 
ethnic and nationalistic) Israel does not have a guaranteed place in 
the spiritual kingdom of Christ, regardless of whether they are fleshly 
descendants of Abraham or keepers of the Mosaic Law. The physical 
temple, priesthood and sacrifices were merely types and symbols of 
the spiritual realities we now have in Christ. A righteous remnant 
of faithful Jewish believers in Messiah Jesus were grafted back into 
God's Olive Tree, along with the Gentile believers, in order to fill up 
the one Olive Tree of “all Israel” (Rom. 11:17-24; John 10:16). Messiah 
Jesus has consummated all things in Himself and the true Spiritual 
Israel (the church, the Kingdom). The modern physical land of Israel 
is not “the true spiritual promised land,” nor are the modern fleshly 
descendants of Abraham the true “Chosen People? Those promises 
are fulfilled in Jesus and His spiritual kingdom (“the better heavenly 
things” - Heb. 9:23; 11:16; 12:22-28) which all Christians now enjoy. 
Believers in Christ are citizens of the heavenly country, and have 
a better (spiritual) temple, priesthood and sacrifices. The physical 
sacrifices, priesthood and temple were destined to “disappear” or 
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8:13; 9:8-10; 2 Cor. 3:7,13; Mk. 2:21f; Col. 2:8-23). Many futurists 
(especially premillennial dispensationalists) believe that Christ 
failed in His mission to set up an earthly kingdom, and that He will 
have to come back, restore the old physical temple, priesthood and 
sacrifices, and try again. The prophecies about the establishment of 
the Kingdom were supposed to be fulfilled during a time when the 
temple and sacrifices were in operation, and since they believe the 
kingdom is not here yet, they think the temple will have to be rebuilt 
and the sacrifices reinstated. That would make Christ’s priestly and 
sacrificial work on the cross meaningless and powerless. 


21 How Does This Shape Our Worldview? 


The futurist views of prophecy popularized by Scofield, Walvoord, 
Lindsey, LaHaye, Tommy Ice, Grant Jeffrey, Van Impe, and others 
have caused tremendous confusion. The constant false predictions 
of the date-setters has disillusioned many, and provided ammunition 
for the critics of Christianity. Every generation thinks it is “the final 
generation.” The widely divergent views of Bible prophecy has not 
only confused Christians, but has disillusioned many to the point 
of leaving the faith altogether, and in some cases even suicide. Back 
in 1988-1994, some women in Korea, who thought the rapture was 
going to occur before their babies were born, had abortions. 

The worldview which comes out of that kind of futurism is 
defeatist, retreatist, escapist and pessimistic. It thinks things are just 
about over, so it has no consistent reason for improving conditions 
of society for the long-term. It is not interested in “polishing brass on 
a sinking ship.’ It actually believes that things will get worse before 
the End of the World, so they refrain from doing anything to make 
it better. Only the preterist view provides the correct optimistic 
long- term worldview to empower Christians to keep on expanding 
Christ's Kingdom and making a big difference in the world in all 
generations of the future. 


22 What About Us Today? 


An AD 70 fulfillment of eschatology raises several questions, 
such as: “Where do we go from here, if all prophecy is fulfilled? What 
is left for us today? How does the Preterist view change the way we 
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are supposed to live as Christians on this earth?” The resurrection 
and judgment at AD 70 were once-for-all events just like the Cross 
and Christ's resurrection. They are never to be repeated. And, like the 
Cross, they have ongoing benefits and implications for all Christians 
throughout the rest of eternity. David Chilton often emphasized this 
point by closing his emails with a quotation of Isaiah 9:6-7 - 


For a child will be born to us, a son will be given to us; and 
the government will rest on His shoulders... There will be 
no end to the increase of His government or of peace, on the 
throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to 
uphold it with justice and righteousness from then on and 
forevermore... [italics added] 


What kind of “kingdom,” “government,” and “peace” was Isaiah 
pointing to? Was it the same kind of kingdom Jesus had in mind 
when He said, “My kingdom is not of this world...[or] realm” (Jn 
18:36)? 

Both Ezek. 47 and Rev. 21-22 describe the nature of that ongoing 
Kingdom. It is like a river of pure water coming from the threshold 
of the new spiritual temple (the Church) that Christ built in the Last 
Days, which gets deeper and wider the further it travels outward 
from Jerusalem. It continues to grow and increase its impact upon all 
cultures in the world. Christ said that it is like leaven, or like a mustard 
seed. It starts out small and almost imperceptible, but eventually 
grows into an inescapable and irresistible cultural and spiritual force. 
And on the banks of this river of life are luscious trees with leaves 
that provide shelter and healing to all the nations. All nations walk 
by its light and bring their glory into it, and are healed by it. This 
shows the victorious conquest of the kingdom over all cultures and 
nations, giving glory to God throughout “all generations of the age 
of the ages” (Eph. 3:21). This is an ongoing growth of our spiritual 
dominion in the “new creation.” Some of Jesus’ parables talk about 
the small beginnings of the Kingdom and its phenomenal growth 
afterwards. 

It is extremely significant that church history right after AD 70 
reveals the same small beginnings of the Eternal Kingdom that we see 
in Ezekiel 47. Many church historians note the silence, inactivity, and 
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obscurity of the Church for about two decades after the Destruction 
of Jerusalem. This shows that the Kingdom indeed started out as a 
very small trickle of living water, almost imperceptible at first, but 
which continues to grow into a mighty river that can purify the 
culture. 

When we see how far Christianity has progressed since its 
beginning in the First Century, who is not amazed at its growth! No 
culture has been able to resist its influence after the gospel has gone 
there. Already the Bible has been translated into all major languages 
and most dialects. There are Christian missionaries in every nation 
on earth. All nations will ultimately be changed by its transforming 
power, the same way the Western Hemisphere has been. However, 
it will never convert every person in every culture, just as not every 
person in America was converted. But it does mean that every 
culture will be impacted by Christianity at least as much as America 
has been. And Christ is here to live in us and through us forever, 
to enable us to be His ambassadors to have that kind of spiritual 
influence and dominion for His glory. 

All the moral, ethical, and spiritual principles revealed in the 
Bible will continue to apply to each succeeding generation of human 
history. Human nature has not changed, nor will it ever change. 
Therefore the Biblical principles which govern our lives never 
need to be changed. The Bible is the book for all of human history, 
both now and for all ages to come. Since humanity will continue 
to exist for “all generations of the age of the ages,’ our children 
and their descendants will continue to live in this universe for the 
eternal future. That means we need to take care of this planet and its 
resources, and teach our children to have dominion over it and be 
faithful caretakers of it. 

In short, the preterist view is the only prophetic view which 
faithfully interprets the PAST, teaches us how to live righteously in 
the PRESENT, and equips all FUTURE generations for fruitful and 
productive life somewhere in this infinite universe. 


23 Life Now in the Eternal Kingdom 


If Christ has already returned and established His Eternal 
Kingdom, what does that mean for us saints today? Some think 
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that our life now should be like heaven on earth. But that is not the 
description of life in the kingdom that Jesus and the apostles gave us. 

They taught a lot about what life on earth would be like after the 
Kingdom arrived. And now that the kingdom has arrived, all of that 
teaching about how to live in the kingdom fully applies to us. It did 
not somehow lose its relevancy to us at AD 70. Instead, it only just 
began to be fully relevant and applicable to us after AD 70. 

Jesus taught many parables about what life in the kingdom would 
be like. Some of those parables talk about the afterlife in heaven, 
while others talk about how we should live our lives here on earth. 
The kingdom exists in both realms. That is why Jesus taught us to 
pray that His kingdom would come on earth as it already is in heaven. 

Things here in this physical life have always been, and will always 
be imperfect. Perfection is only found in heaven. But when the 
eternal kingdom arrived in AD 70, it began the process of renewal 
and regeneration. And even though life on this earth will never 
reach perfection, the good news of the kingdom will continue to 
purify the culture and heal the nations throughout all generations 
to come (Ezek 47:8-12; Rev 21:24-27; 22:1-2). So this life on earth 
is a preparation for our eternal afterlife in heaven. This is why the 
scriptures command us to pursue after sanctification in this life, 
without which no one will see the Lord (Heb 12:14). 


24 An Even Better Afterlife Hope 


When I first heard about the preterist view many years ago, my 
first thought was that it must be robbing us of our hope for an afterlife 
in heaven with our new immortal bodies. But as I studied the various 
biblical texts that relate to resurrection and heaven, I quickly saw 
that it provides an even better hope than what I had as a futurist. 

The average Christian today believes that when we die, our bodies 
go in the grave, and our disembodied souls go to Hades to wait for 
the resurrection, when we will get our physical bodies back and live 
forever on a renewed earth. But that concept of resurrection and 
afterlife never seemed quite right. And it was a long-delayed hope. 

Solomon reminds us that “hope deferred makes the heart sick, but 
desire fulfilled is a tree of life” (Prov 13:12). If the Cross of Christ 
purchased our redemption from Hades, why would the saints have to 
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wait thousands of years to be raised out of Hades and go to heaven? 

The book of Hebrews talks about a “better hope” (Heb 7:19), a 
“better resurrection’(Heb 11:35), and a “better country, a heavenly 
one” (Heb 11:16). What could be better than a physical resurrection 
to live again on the physical earth? Apostle Paul answered that for us 
when he explained the resurrection and our afterlife in heaven. 

When Christ came with His angels to rescue his living saints out 
of their tribulation, and pour out his wrath upon their persecutors, 
he raised the disembodied souls of the dead saints out of Hades and 
gave them their new immortal bodies that had been reserved in 
heaven for them (1Cor 15:37-49; 2Cor 5:1). That resurrection of souls 
out of Hades occurred in the unseen realm (Rev 20:13-15). 

Then the mortal bodies of the living saints were changed into 
immortal bodies, which put them into the unseen realm with the 
resurrected saints (1Cor 15:51-52). Then both groups of saints were 
caught up together to meet Christ and remain with Him forever in 
the unseen realm of heaven (1 Thess 4:16-17). 

This means that Hades was emptied at the coming of Christ. Saints 
no longer go there at death. Instead, we receive our new immortal 
bodies and go to heaven. Since we do not go to Hades, we will not 
need to be raised back out of Hades. This means that resurrection 
out of Hades no longer applies to us. When we die, we receive our 
new immortal bodies and go straight to heaven to live forever. That 
is a “better hope” and a “better resurrection” and a “better country” 
to live in forever. 

This is the same afterlife hope that saints of all ages have longed 
for. It is exactly what those first century saints hoped for and expected 
and waited anxiously for. And that hope was fulfilled. Now we saints 
no longer have to go to Hades and wait for a resurrection back out 
of there. Instead, at death we immediately receive our new immortal 
bodies and go to heaven. ‘That fulfilled hope is a better hope. 


25 Conclusion 


We have seen that the preterist view of prophecy is very 
conservative in its response to the liberal/skeptic attack on the 
inspiration of the New Testament. In fact, it is the ONLY realistic 
and satisfying solution to that dilemma. It gives us absolute dates 
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to pinpoint the completion of the NT canon, especially for the 
date of the book of Revelation. That enables us to more easily and 
confidently interpret the book of Revelation, since knowing its TIME 
of fulfillment helps us understand its NATURE of fulfillment. We 
have shown the huge interpretative dilemma that arises for futurists 
when they try to divide Matthew 24 into two different “comings of 
the Son of Man” separated by thousands of years. We have shown 
that Christ was supposed to fulfill all of the OT predictions about 
Him in that generation. The OT predicted His return. If that didn't 
happen in the first century, the Jews have a legitimate excuse for 
rejecting Jesus as their Messiah. 

We provided lots of documentation of historical fulfillments from 
Josephus and other ancient writers. We showed the inconsistency 
of the partial preterist view, and the more serious fallacy of the 
creedalists, and that the Preterist view is the only one which has 
satisfying and consistent answers to all the nagging questions about 
prophecy that have baffled the Church for all these centuries. 

There is no compromise of essential truths, nor does it rob us of 
any essential motivation for living the Christian life. All of us have to 
die (Heb. 9:27), and there is no second-chance after that (Lk. 16:26). 
Regardless of whether we believe there might be a “return of Christ” 
in our future, we still need to be ready to face the Lord at physical 
death. That should be enough to motivate anyone. 

This view of past fulfillment at AD 70 may perplex some Christians 
since it implies that traditional Christianity misunderstood endtime 
prophecy for its first two thousand years. Those who think the creeds 
are infallible, inspired and authoritative will take special offense at 
this. But the dilemma remains. We need to “finally decide?” Will we 
deny the inspiration of Jesus and the NT writers in order to maintain 
the integrity of the uninspired creeds and church fathers, or will we 
affirm the inspiration of Jesus and the NT and correct the erroneous 
interpretations and applications of the historic church? This latter 
choice is the only viable course of action. 

Thus, it does not matter what the creeds and church fathers say, 
if the New Testament is wrong. If the NT predictions about Christ's 
return in their lifetime were mistaken, the whole historic faith handed 
down by the church fathers is meaningless and worthless at its core. 
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But, if the NT predictions are correct, then it only means that the 
non- binding interpretations of the church fathers were mistaken. 
Our faith cannot be shaken if the uninspired church fathers were 
mistaken. But it is completely overturned if Jesus and the inspired 
NT writers made a mistake in their predictions. This is the dilemma 
that Christianity desperately needs to face and resolve. 

The liberals, skeptics, and other critics will relentlessly attack 
Jesus at this very point. The battle started over two hundred years 
ago in the critical schools of Europe. The preterist view came to 
the defense of the faith then, through the writings of conservative 
scholars like J. S. Russell and others. In the past one hundred years 
it has gained much momentum as the only viable solution to the 
dilemma posed by the liberals, skeptics, and critics. Give your faith a 
huge boost by taking a serious look at the preterist view. 

If you have questions about any of this, feel free to email us here 
at the International Preterist Association (preterist1 @preterist.org). 
You might also wish to browse our website to see all of the books and 
media that are available there (www.preterist.org). Let us know how 
we may be of greater service to you in your studies of God’s Word. 
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